120     PRINCIPLES   OF   SHAKESPEARIAN   PRODUCTION
his habit as he lived1' the Queen shows anger and sits in the
chan L, remarking on Hamlet's madness Her defence is
raised she is definitely a woman who hides unpleasant
things from herself and is angiy if forced to face them, and
Hamlet's reference to his father troubles her Observe that
this chair L, which she used at the start, is her position oi
self-assertion, the couch, of humility Hamlet tells hei to
'confess herself to Heaven' and leads her R as though to go
off Passing up-stage of the couch, however, she sinks on it,
sobbing Hamlet stands C, baffled and distressed, and asks
that his virtue be forgiven Repeated 'good-nights' icflect
his indecision Turning to Polomus he expresses lepcntance
The weeping Queen one side, Polomus dead the other he
looks at them in turn He sinks by the Queen, his head on
her knees *I must be cruel only to be kind ' Next, fearful of
this weakness, he diaws back from hei and utters voluble
sarcasm His phrase 'mad in craft' should be so spoken that
you doubt it The strain is telling on him As he refers to his
going to England, and talks of outwitting his enemies, his
eye glints with insane cunning it is best done close up to the
Queen Hamlet's expression suddenly changes for "This
man shall set me packing' Solemnly he regards Polomus
and comments on the body He kneels by it, says 'good-
night' for the last time and the curtains close
Next follows a short front-scene The King scndb for
Hamlet, who is brought in between Rosenciantz and
Guildenstern as a prisoner At this moment you should
certainly feel that the King is a force of order,1 Hamlet a
danger Continually you need to get some such contrast
the King a finely material, Hamlet a darkly spiritual, force
So the fine-robed King now faces Hamlet, who with some-
thing of an hideous and unabashed assuiance reminds him
how a painted outside can veil an mwaid corruption, and
all kings are merely meat fatted for death-worms Hamlet's
words are spoken with somewhat of a Feste's jest-accent,
i See m, m, 7-23 I might well have quoted this passage to support
my view of the King in former essays